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doctrine from its exclusive association with salvation, and its restora- 
tion to its true place as the fundamental theological conception. In 
the larger sense, grace is "the essential attitude of God to man as 
such" (p. 29). Apart from the introduction, which discusses — among 
other matters — the present theological situation in Germany, the book 
falls into four parts, of which the first treats of the central importance 
of grace in the kingdom of God ; the second, of faith as the counter- 
part of grace ; the third, of sin in the light of grace ; and the fourth, 
of redemption through the grace of pod in Christ Jesus. In the last 
we find the author's detailed criticisms of Ritschl's doctrine of justifi- 
cation. 

Wm. Adams Brown. 
The Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, N. Y. 

Ethik. Von W. Herrmann. (="Grundriss der theologischen 
Wissenschaften," funfter Theil, zweiter Band.) Tubingen : 
Mohr, 1901. Pp. x + 200. M. 3.40. Zweite Auflage, 
M. 3.60. 

R.OMISCHE UND EVANGELISCHE SlTTLlCHKEIT. Von W. HERRMANN. 

Zweite Auflage, durch die Besprechung einer romischen 
Gegenschrift vermehrt. Marburg: Elwert, 1901. Pp. 
xii + 66. 

These two books on ethics are welcome contributions to the sub- 
ject both because of the high reputation of the author and because 
they discuss certain vital aspects of morality in relation to religious 
faith. The first volume has been long awaited in the series of theo- 
logical text-books to which it belongs. In spite of its brevity it is 
packed full of close argument, and contains a masterly analysis of the 
moral consciousness. It presupposes an acquaintance with the history 
of ethical theories, and devotes very little attention to a criticism of 
current treatises, save where such criticism will serve to make clearer 
Dr. Herrmann's own view. It is a solid piece of constructive work. 
The first part (pp. 1-7 1) is devoted to a keen analysis of the character 
of the ethical consciousness. The second part (pp. 72-200) considers 
Christian morality as a normal outgrowth of Christian faith. 

In the first part the following points are deserving of attention : 
(1) The moral sense cannot be derived from any natural impulses. 
All forms of eudsemonism and utilitarianism are thus rejected. We 
must begin, not by asking how morality is possible, but by asking 
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concerning the nature of the ethical relations in which we stand. (2) 
Eudaemonistic theories, however, are nearer to the truth than legal- 
istic conceptions which embody the moral law in arbitrary external 
precepts. The content of morality must always be that which the soul 
pronounces inherently right. (3) The origin of moral consciousness is 
traced to the experience of trust in a person. The person whom I trust 
assumes for me a value other than mere utility. This new sense of 
value evokes the feeling of obligation. (4) In accordance with this 
emphasis on personality, the Kantian maxim is translated into terms 
of personal communion. "Thou shalt so order thine entire existence 
that thou mayest reach the deepest and most comprehensive com- 
munion (Gemeinscha.fi) possible with other men," and thus "thou 
shalt become inwardly free" (p. 33). (5) "Moral thinking involves 
the abandonment of a monistic conception of the universe" (p. 55). 
We are conscious of personal freedom in a world of universal law. 
No logical speculation can resolve this dualism into a unity. The 
only relief is furnished by religious faith which recognizes that the 
good toward which as free agents we strive is identical with the 
power which rules the universe. Such faith, however, gives a practical 
rather than a speculative solution. (6) Moral reflection, if followed to 
its logical conclusions, involves one in hopeless pessimism. On the 
one hand, the sense of the eternal reality of the good and of the 
eventual defeat of evil becomes increasingly prominent. On the other 
hand, the sense of personal guilt and of hopeless alliance with evil 
brings despair. If this inner contradiction were not experienced, 
Christianity would have nothing to offer us (p. 72). 

The second part begins by setting forth the nature of the redemp- 
tion which Christianity offers. The essential features of Dr. Herr- 
mann's doctrine are familiar to readers of his famous Communion with 
God. "The Christian life rests on the simple fact that the person of 
Jesus can mediate the forgiveness of God to the individual who has 
experienced the power of that personality" (p. 103). This forgiveness 
of God through faith brings also the realization of a new moral power. 
Christian faith becomes " the power to do the good." The essence of 
morality, according to the theory in the first part of the book, consists 
in the creation of a permanent moral disposition (Gesinnung) which 
shall unswervingly direct our volitions. Such a disposition is created 
by Christian faith, which recognizes the good, not merely as a cate- 
gorical imperative, but as a personal power which helps one to do the 
good. Christian morality thus differs from legalism in that it is the 
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expression of an inner disposition rather than obedience to external 
precepts. It differs from any form of naturalism in the recognition of 
religious experience as the source of moral power. The practical 
application of the principles of the book to moral problems occupies 
the last sixty pages. 

The organic connection of morality with Christian faith is too often 
asserted by Protestants without any clear conception as to how faith 
and works are related. Professor Herrmann's careful study of this 
relationship is therefore of great value. The query arises whether he 
has not overemphasized the pessimistic outcome of natural moral 
reflection in order to assert that morality demands the recognition of 
religion. Yet if Paul, Augustine, and Luther are normal types of 
Christian experience, the emphasis on the necessity for divine power 
seems justified. The religious fervor and sincerity of the book make 
it spiritually edifying as well as intellectually suggestive. 

The brochure on Romische und evangelische Sittlichkeit is a scathing 
arraignment of Jesuitical casuistry and probabilism. With the vigor 
and insight of a prophet the author shows the essential immorality of 
accepting as right any course of conduct the inherent Tightness of 
which is not clearly perceived. If the church insists that duty involves 
the abdication of personal judgment in favor of external authority, it 
cuts the nerve of vital morality, and demoralization is certain. "Jesus 
would irrevocably cast out a church which for the purpose of preserving 
itself deliberately holds men fast to this stage of ethical immaturity " 
(p. 40). The Moralphilosophie of the Jesuit Cathrein and the rejoinder 
of the Catholic Professor Adloff * to the first edition of the book are 
quoted to show that the author is not pummeling any man of straw. 
Everyone inclined to look with favor on ecclesiastical attempts to pre- 
vent men from squarely facing facts should read this masterly defense 
of the sacredness of personal honesty. 

Gerald Birney Smith. 

The University of Chicago. 



The Highest Life. A Story of Shortcomings and a Goal. By 
E.H.Johnson. New York: Armstrong, 190 1. Pp.xi + 179. 

$1.25. 

In the analysis of the " Keswick Movement" which Professor John- 
son has given us in this book we have a piece of thoroughly sane and 

1 Romisch-katholische und evangelische Sittlichkeitscontroverse . Katholische Ant- 
wort auf einen protestantischen Angriff. Strassburg : Le Roux ; pp. 23 ; M. 0.30. 



